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Revolutionising and Reviving Biblical Learning for the Church
Hey there!
Welcome the Biblical Mastery Academy Roadmap. Here's where I'll
share with you some of the common stages of learning the languages, as
well as how you can take the next step toward your goals with us.

Dr. Darryl Burling

Founder and CEO
Biblical Mastery Academy

1.

Biblical Mastery Academy exists to equip people with the skills to go
deeper into the word of God, resulting in a biblical transformation of
their hearts and minds.
On the next page we'll look at motivation and destination. Let's go!

Before You Start, Make Sure You Have A Goal!
What's the point of a map if you don't have a destination?
This roadmap exists to help you take the next step toward your goals
with us, so let's start by setting our sights on the grand goal.
The ultimate goal of Bible study and especially language study should
be to more clearly behold the God who wrote the Bible.
Having a clearer view of who God is, and what He says about Himself,
man, sin, creation, and His own redemptive purposes influences how we
as Christians live our lives.
We do not study the languages in order to become linguists, but
ultimately to become better disciples of Christ.

2.

So Where Should You Start On This Roadmap?
Stage 0
I Would Like To Study The Bible And Grow, But Not Necessarily By Learning The Languages

Go To Page 4

Stage 1
I Don't Know Any Greek or Hebrew Yet

Go To Page 5

Stage 2
I Use Tools To Study The Languages

Go To Page 6

Stage 3
I Have Some Basic Translation Skills

Go To Page 7

Stage 4
I Can Confidently Read Scripture In Greek or Hebrew

3.

Go To Page 8

Stage 0

I Would Like To Study The Bible and Grow,
But Not Necessarily By Learning The Languages

Who am I to be
saying all this?

My friend Tony who pastors our church here in Rotorua often says, "Sound doctrine leads to
sound living". That is the principle that should lead us when looking to grow as Christians.
To live out sound doctrine, we must be able to rightly interpret and apply scripture to our lives,
so that our minds and hearts are transformed by the word of God. This transformation is the
work of the Holy Spirit in us as we work to grow into the image of Christ.
Such a transformation has its roots in our devotional time. That is the time in which we are
"being renewed to a full knowledge according to the image of the one who created [us]" (Col
3:10). The outcome is a joy and freedom firmly rooted in our love for Christ. See the "8 Habits of
A Highly Effective Christian" sheet for the morning habits I recommend integrating into your
quiet time.

4.

If you would like to accelerate your growth as a Christian by reading books on Spiritual Growth, having
monthly book meetings to discuss and apply these books, and grow in your devotional habits, be sure to
check out the Growth Membership! (coming soon!)

I grew up in a small rural New Zealand
town. The Lord graciously opened my
eyes to see the supremacy of Christ
and granted me repentance when I was
17.
A few years later I married my
wonderful wife and began a career in
information technology. Throughout
my career, I enjoyed a wide variety of
roles at large and small companies. A
number of years ago the Lord opened
the opportunity for theological training
in the United States.
Having completed a bachelors degree
in Biblical Counselling and a Master of
Divinity, I returned to New Zealand in
2015, and joined a small Bible College,
where I began work on my PhD through
the Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary. I graduated with my
doctorate in Biblical Counselling with a
minor in Biblical Spirituality in May,
2019

Stage 1

I Don't Know Any Greek or Hebrew Yet

So at this stage, you have a desire to go deeper into the word of God, and you know that the way to do
that most directly is to learn one or both of the biblical languages. If that describes you, awesome!
The first decision you have to make is choosing which language to study. If you're wondering which
one to start with, check out this video here -> [NT Greek or OT Hebrew: Which Should I Learn First?].

"I'm 63 years old and feel
like a young man of 20
again as I'm seeing the
Bible come alive through
nuances that aren't readily
apparent in English
translation."
Bob Edwards, Premium
Languages Member

Whether you're wanting to dive into the Old or New Testament, the first step is to get started with a
program that takes a systematic approach and offers a concrete goal for you to complete!* Alternatively,
you could get a grammar and self-study.
Once you have learned some basic grammar and vocabulary of your chosen biblical language, you can
start looking into how to do word studies more effectively. As you continue to grow in the language, you
will want to continually be doing translations appropriate to your level of learning to ensure your time
in the language is leading into time in scripture!

5.

*Our Greek Mastery Membership and Hebrew Mastery Membership both take a systematic approach, and
completing our Beginning Greek course results in you being able to read the whole of 1 John in Greek, while
completing the Beginning Hebrew course results in you being able to read Joseph's story in Gen 37-50 in Hebrew!

"I learned Greek in
seminary and found it so
hard that every day after
class, I'd go back to my
room and cry, and tell the
Lord that I couldn't do this.
Then I discovered Biblical
Mastery Academy and now
I just finished beginning
Greek and I love Greek!"
Noel Armenta, Greek
Mastery Member

Stage 2

I Use Tools To Study The Languages

At this stage, you probably know a little bit of Greek or Hebrew, to the point where you are able to do
more than just word studies. Although your knowledge of grammar and vocabulary is basic, you find it
is enough to supplement your studies with a tool such as Logos Bible Software. At this point you may
also be reading commentaries and theology books to go deeper into specific topics.
Knowing a little bit of Greek or Hebrew can be useful, but it probably feels tiresome and slow to do any
translation work, and you might find yourself relying on tools to do the majority of the work for you.
What's next for you?
An ideal next step would be to brush up your skills in the languages department in the Greek or
Hebrew Mastery Membership. This means developing your knowledge of forms of words so that you
can parse most verbs without thinking, making your translation work a breeze. If you are refreshing
your skills, you may find that it's easier to learn the language the second time around!

6.

On top of this, you could look into joining our Growth Membership (coming soon!), where we host
weekly Greek Workshop calls to encourage you to read and translate text with an instructor and other
learners!

The Greek Workshop calls
are one of my favorite
things about Biblical
Mastery Academy! I love
the discussion, the
practice reading and sighttranslating, and I love that
we tackle not only New
Testament material, but
Septuagint and Church
Fathers as well.
Ken Nunemaker, Greek
Mastery Member

Stage 3

I Have Some Basic Translation Skills

At Stage 3, you can recognise different word forms in Greek or Hebrew, and you enjoy translating
passages from the Bible. For most people at this stage, their biggest struggle is vocabulary. There are
~5,300 unique words in the Greek New Testament to learn, and many, many more in Hebrew (though we
do not encourage you to learn the whole Hapax Legomena for Hebrew!). This struggle often leads people
to be dependent on interlinear Bibles or a lexicon.
Here's a challenge: Why not make it your goal to be able to read with confidence through the Old and/or
New Testament without relying on those tools?
It really is possible - when I was studying in seminary, I set myself a goal of being able to read the whole
Greek New Testament without tools, and it only took 3 years. During this process, I reviewed and
checked every word in the Greek New Testament, creating a systematic approach to vocabulary
acquisition. This system gave me an edge that allowed me to read more Greek, faster, without
compromise.

7.

Now, you can do the same with the Greek Vocab Pack! (i.e. the Student Edition) or in the Greek Mastery
Membership where hundreds of other members are using this same system with great success!

I've done 2 years of Greek
and finished both years
with distinctions; however,
I still was going through
the GNT at a snails pace.
Well, that was until you
helped me get the vocab
stuck in my head in a really
practical way! Your
method helped me start
reading devotionally and
also to exegete the text
better! I'll be honest, it
baffled me that I could get
a distinction in NT Greek,
but could only take a short
piece of text and work with
it. I feel as though to
exegete well, one must be
able to read large portions
of text, freely and
smoothly. Otherwise, do
we not run the danger of
missing the broader
contexts and flow of
thought?
Seth Baguley, Greek Vocab
Pack Customer

Stage 4

I Can Confidently Read Scripture In Greek or Hebrew

What if you can already read Greek or Hebrew with confidence? Well, I'm sure you'll agree that you can
always go deeper.
The first question to ask would be, how well do you know your grammar?
Can you identify how different forms are being used? This might be an area to focus on if you're
interested in studying the text more fully
Beyond that, you can focus on texts you are less familiar with, and build out any remaining vocabulary.
Passages with unusual words are likely to be near impossible (e.g. Acts 27 for NT Greek), so focus
on your vocabulary for those texts.
Consider using the Greek Vocab Pack to build out your vocab of rare words, and use the "by occurrence"
option to focus on lower frequency words for passages you're looking at.

8.

Then it's a matter of reading repeatedly until you can read by sight. Why not build a reading plan to read
through the entire Greek New Testament in 6 months? Or Hebrew Old Testament in a year?

While I was teaching the
difficult Greek of 2 Peter
to a group of graduate
students, I was
impressed with how one
student showed real
familiarity with the
vocabulary, especially
the rarely used words. So
I asked the student how
he was able to master the
vocabulary so well and
he told me about his
Greek vocabulary
acquisition method. Now
that student, Darryl
Burling, is ready to share
that method with you.
Learning vocabulary is
probably the greatest
obstacle to fluently
reading the NT in its
original language. I
heartily recommend
Darryl’s method and
encourage you to use it!
Dr William Varner,
Professor of Bible and
Greek, The Master's
University and Seminary

Where To From Here?

1. Stay in touch via email
The primary way that the team at Biblical Mastery Academy communicates with you is by email. We
will always try to keep the content we send you relevant, helpful, and worth your time! Email is also how
you will hear about openings for our Mastery Memberships, plus any other surprise bonuses or offerings
we are creating!
The team and I are always just on the other end of support@biblicalmastery.academy, so if you have
further questions, please do write to us and we will reply within 1-2 business days.

2. Keep taking small, consistent steps to mastery.
Success in the languages or in sanctification is never an overnight job.
Keep working away at it and do not forget the reason why you are on this magnificent journey.
See you soon in your inbox!

